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THE OFFICIAL GRAND OPENING OF BRIER CENTER 

On Saturday, July 4, 2015, at 2:00 p.m. we will be having the official Grand Opening of Brier 
Centre.  This largely ceremonial event is to provide members, current board members, past 
presidents and other members involved in the refurbishment and redesign of Brier an oppor-
tunity to formally celebrate the opening of Brier. 
 The event will include: 

The purpose of the project – 
achievements, timelines, 
the journey through the 
approval process, construc-
tion challenges and accom-
plishments 

Financial challenges and deci-
sions which led to deletions 
and compromise 

Ribbon cutting ceremony and 
photo opportunities 

Gather in the Great Room for 
closing statements and 
presentation loop of the 
construction process 

Self-guided tour similar to the 
Open House 

Invitation for ice cream on the 
patio 

This is a family oriented event and 
a historic occasion in the history of 
the Park.  We invite you to come 
and join us in our celebration. 
 
Coleen Hunter, TR 7 

mailto:BBLPNEWS@BIRCHBAYLEISUREPARK.COM
http://www.birchbayleisurepark.com/
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  DATE FUNCTION PLACE TIME CONTACT SITE NO. 

JULY 04 PANCAKE BREAKFAST ELM 8 to 11 am Wes Gmur 31-07 

  04 BRIER GRAND OPENING BRIER 2:00 pm     

  11 BOARD MEETING BRIER 9:00 am     

  18 SPORTS DAY CIRCLE 17 10:00 am COORDINATOR NEEDED   

  18 BINGO ELM 7:30 pm Dean MacKinnon 53-03 

  18 & 19 BIRCH BAY SANDCASTLE COMPETITION         

  25 BBLP BASEBALL BUS TRIP MARINERS 
VS. BLUE JAYS 

BRIER BUS LEAVES 
10:00 am 
SHARP! 

Marilyn Sanders CW -20 

  26 CIRCLE REP MEETING BRIER 10:00 am     

AUGUST 1 BALLOON SALE BBLP SITE 9:00 am Linda Chollette 52-05 

  1 HAMBURGER DAY ELM 11 am – 2 
pm 

Rob & Wendy Nicoll 18-12 

  1 BINGO ELM 7:30 pm Dean MacKinnon 53-03 

  2 KIDS DAY AT THE POOL BRIER 10:00 am Karen Jackson 44-04 

  8 BOARD MEETING BRIER 9:00 am     

  15 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BRIER 2:00 PM Kariliee Green 20-08 

  22 GOLF TOURNAMENT DAKOTA CREEK & 
ELM 

7:00 am Wes & Carol Gmur 31-07 

  23 CIRCLE REP MEETING BRIER 10:00 am     

  29 BIRCH BAY DISCOVERY DAYS PARADE BIRCH BAY DRIVE 11 am FLOAT COORDINATOR NEED-
ED 

  

  29 BIKE PARADE BRIER 1 pm COORDINATOR NEEDED   

SEPTEMBER 5 PANCAKE BREAKFAST ELM 8 to 11 am Wes Gmur 31-07 

  5 BINGO ELM 7:30 pm Dean MacKinnon 53-03 

  6 AGM BLAINE PERFORM-
ING ARTS CENTER 

9:30 am     

  6 CAESAR SUNDAY BRIER 2 to 6 pm Wes & Carol Gmur 31-07 

  27 CIRCLE REP MEETING BRIER 10:00 am     

DECEMBER 31 NEW YEARS DANCE – THE MAC DADDY 
BAND 

ELM TBA Wes & Carol Gmur 31-07 

 Thanks to all the people who came forward again this year to coordinate events we 

all enjoy. We are still looking for coordinators  for Sports Day, Discovery Days Parade 

Float and Bike Parade. We are always in need of volunteers for our fun filled special 

events in the park. If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering please 

feel free to see Karilee Green at 20-08 or e-mail her at skgreen@dccnet.com.  

 

 

Recurring Events 

Cribbage & Bridge Night—Every Saturday at 7pm starting July 11th 

at the Brier Center. 

Teen Swim—Every other Saturday from 8:00pm-9:30pm (July 11th, 

25th and so on) 
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GARBAGE AND THE 3 R’S – REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYCLE 

 

   The second priority under our Mission Statement of Birch Bay Leisure 

   Park says it all: 

     Protecting the environment: 

All members of Birch Bay Leisure Park are committed to the long term sustainability of our unique setting acting as stewards of 
our environment and resources. 
 
This means: 

We crush all our aluminum cans and place them in the appropriately marked receptacles near the Administration Office 
We place newspaper and mixed paper in the appointed bins 
We compress our cardboard and place this in the cardboard containers at the Administration Centre 
We package our yard clippings in reasonable containers (yard waste bags are available from the Administration Centre for 

$2.00 for 5 bags) at the brush bins located at Bathhouses $3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9 and 10 and Brier Center and Elm Center 
We take our waste from restoration and remodelling projects (concrete, old fencing and patios, etc.) and purchase a pass 

to place this in the landfill space at the rear of the park. 
We do not: 

Bring old furniture, mattresses, and garbage from our Canadian homes and dump in the garbage bins at the Administration 
Center 

Place old patio furniture, broken fans, dead lawn mowers, and unwanted garbage at the brush bins for our staff to sort and 
recycle 

Leave unwanted furniture, discarded debris and no longer desired treasures at the garbage bins at the Administration Cen-
ter. 

 
We pride ourselves as Canadians as people who reduce, reuse and recycle.  Yet there are some members who are really abus-
ing garbage and recycling privileges in the park.  While our Garbage Expense in April 2015 was $2,707.00 U.S. this does not in-
clude the labour cost of our staff sorting through the piles of rubbish at the brush bins in order to sort out recycling, garbage 
and yard waste.  These hidden costs burden our staff and prevent them from dealing with their priority duties.  Yet they are 
committed to working with us to preserve the look and feel of the park and our investment in Birch Bay Leisure Park.  Be a good 
role model to your children, your grandchildren and your neighbours.  Follow the guidelines for garbage and recycling! 
 
Coleen Hunter 
TR -7 Dispatch No. 397 

From the Shores of the Mighty 

Lower Terrell Creek – Tributary No. 1: Leisure Park Drainage 

It is with heavy hearts that our party prepares for its departure from Birch Bay Leisure 
Park.  Our educational stay here has been one of joy and challenge.  Having overcome my 
initial language difficulties, I have been successful in forming the strong bonds of many 
enduring and rewarding relationships.  The generosity and camaraderie of the village 
members, staff and elders is unparalleled by anything I have encountered in my travels. 

However, the canoes are packed to the gunnels.  The horizon beckons.  And we must put 
paddle to the water. 

Excerpts from the journals of LeRoy Smith, written during his final and successful attempt 
to reach the western coast of the North American continent. 

It is unfortunate, that shortly after achieving his lifelong goal, he was captured by canni-
bals. 

I’m sure his final wishes (other than not being eaten) would have been something akin to 
the following: 

Be safe.  Have fun.  Respect your neighbors.  And take those naps. 

By: LeRoy Smith 
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General Manager’s Report 

Hello Members,  

The month of June has gone quickly!  It’s been great to meet the all the different members that 
have come for the summer season.  With the influx of population the BBLP team is gaining skills 
and learning to handle all that comes with going into the busy season.  We hope we have served 
your needs to the best of our abilities.  We will continue to learn all we can to make this park an 
amazing place to holiday. 

A little bit of history for you.  Since the war of 1812 the US and Canada have been at peace.  This is 
why the flags are flown at the same level.  In the US the US Flag is on the Right with the Canadian 
on the left.  Take a short walk across the border and the order is reversed!  The Canadian takes the 
right (unless flown with two other flags, in that case it is center) and the US on the left.  If you are 
like me and love to read about history, visit the web sites www.pch.gc.ca and www.ushistory.org 
for more US and Canadian history.  With the upcoming holidays it would be a great time to check 
your flags (if you fly them) and make sure that they are where they belong and in good condition.   

On a less interesting note but of equal importance, SPEED LIMIT.  The speed limit is 5mph/8kph 
through the entire park.  We still need everyone’s help with this.  The speed limit in the park is for 
safety of all people within park boundaries, especially all the children.  We should all take a mo-
ment to check our gauges when heading through the park.  If you are concerned your speedome-
ter is inaccurate then take a cruise down Main Line and check it against the digital speedometer 
display right by Circle 1.  Security is keeping a close eye on the speed limit but they have many oth-
er duties than the speed limit to attend to.  It’s a big problem that needs big involvement to help 
reduce and eliminate. 

Finally, I want to wish everybody a great Canada Day and Independence Day.  Just a reminder the 
park does not allow fireworks within the park boundaries.  Also, this year is extremely dry, the 
burn ban is in effect All outdoor fires are BANNED including yard waste fires, land clearing fires and 
recreational fires – including those in approved fire pits. Barbeques are still allowed but fire 
officials warn people to make sure coals are doused before they are discarded.Violating the burn 
ban can bring a $250 fine from the Fire Marshal’s office.  
 

Let’s have a great pair of holidays and make sure to watch out for each other.  Be safe and have 

fun!!   - Don Brown  

http://www.pch.gc.ca
http://www.ushistory.org
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Update from 

Jan Faulkner 
Grounds & Maintenance 

Fireworks.  Please remember the use of fire-
works is prohibited in the Park.  If previous years 
are any indication, there will be more than suffi-
cient fireworks on the beaches along Birch Bay 
Drive.  If you head out to the beach to join in the 
celebrations, please remember to wear your 
Park tags.  This will help our team maintain secu-
rity in the Park when dealing with high volume 
pedestrian traffic. 
 
Site maintenance visits continue.  Thank you to 
all those members who have undertaken major 
maintenance projects this season.  Our collec-
tive efforts make our Park one of the best RV 
parks in Washington state.  By carefully main-
taining our Park we protect our recreational 
property and investment. 
 
I continue to work with members to bring many 
of the older non-conforming hedges into compli-
ance with our Regulations. 
 
Water Conservation.  Please use water wisely.  
As the summer proceeds we may face additional 
water restrictions.  Watch for notice boards that 
will be posted near the Park entrance. 
 
Fire Safety.  Most of us have a portable fire ex-
tinguisher in our trailers.  Is your extinguisher 
accessible and fully charged?  Take a moment to 
check the gauge and anti-tamper seal. 

Happy Canada Day.  We will celebrate Canada 

Day on Wednesday 01 

July 2015 with a dis-

play of flags located 

throughout the Park.  

The flags will be dis-

played early on 

Wednesday morning and will be collected at 

about sunset.  Our thanks to our American 

members for kindly allowing us to celebrate our 

national day.  

On Saturday 04 July 
2015 we will observe 
Independence Day 
with our American 
members and neigh-
bours.  Flags will go up 

first thing in the morning and will be removed at 
sunset. 
 
The flags were donated by a member for us to 

enjoy.  Please do not remove flags or treat them 

with disrespect.  

Sudoku solution on page 31 
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Update from 

Jan Faulkner 
Board Secretary 

 
 
 

Annual General Meeting.  Association By-law IV (a) states in part “The Annual General Meeting of the 

Association shall be held on the Sunday preceding the first Monday in September in each year.”  Our 44th 
Annual General Meeting will be conducted on Sunday, 06 September 2015. 
 
By-law IV (d) requires that “At least thirty (30) days advance notice of all general meetings shall be given 
in writing by the Secretary to all members, addressed to the address recorded in the books of the Associa-
tion.”  Therefore the Notice of Meeting materials will be mailed out by 06 August 2015. 
 
You may recall my remarks concerning the Notice of Meeting delays we experienced in 2014, as promised 
here is an update.  On 01 August 2014 I personally deposited meeting notices in three Canada Post mail 
boxes located adjacent to the West Georgia Street entrance of the Main Post Office.  For reasons yet to be 
explained by Canada Post the envelopes were not post marked until 04 August 2014.  Individual members 
reported receiving their notices on the 18 August 2014 causing them to miss the deadline for submission 
of questions. 
 
Not surprisingly, Canada Post has not responded to my complaint.  However, I note that the mail drop 
boxes at the location have been removed.  Going forward we will use a Canada Post outlet which success-
fully processed our June 2015 dues invoice mail out and stamped a postmark on each envelope confirming 
the date delivered to the Post Office. 
 

Election of Directors. 
 
The September 2015 elections will be important for the Association.  Four 2-year directorship terms end 
and one 2-year directorship that was appointed to complete a term must be elected for the remaining one 
year. 
 

 
 
The deadline for nominations for directors is at least then (10) days prior to 06 September 2015. 

Terms Expire September 2016 Terms Expire 06 September 2015 

Coleen Hunter Jan Faulkner 

Taryn Bell Steve Lake 

Appointed Richard Tutschek then Karilee Green 

By-law II (b) appointees 

Larry Scott 

Diane Smith  

  Karilee Green 
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Security Report for June 2015 
 

Welcome back to another beautiful summer in Birch Bay! The month of June has brought us some 
fantastic weather and some familiar faces. As we move forward into July we expect to see more and more 
of our friends and neighbors arriving to spend this spectacular summer with us here at Birch Bay Leisure 
Park. We would like to wish everyone a safe and fun-filled summer holiday! 

BURN BAN IN WHATCOM COUNTY 
 

Yes folks, that’s right. There’s a burn ban in 
effect for all of Whatcom County. What does 

this mean for Birch Bay Leisure Park? 
 

All outdoor fires are BANNED including yard 
waste fires, land clearing fires and recreational 

fires – including those in approved fire pits.  
Barbeques are still allowed but fire officials warn 

people to make sure coals are doused before 
they are discarded.  

Violating the burn ban can bring a $250 fine 

Park Citations issued in June- 
 
6/7/15 Guest drove through front gate, breaking 
the wooden gate arm. Member fined. 
6/13/15 Guest speeding on Acadia Way. Member 
fined. 
6/18/15 Incident report regarding missing and/or 
stolen items. Under investigation. 
6/19/15 Guest speeding on Center Way. Member 
fined. 
6/21/15 Guest speeding on Mainline. Member 
fined. 
6/27/15 Member drove thru front gate, breaking 
wooden arm. Member fined. 
6/28/15 Guest speeding on Mainline. Member 
fined.  
 
Also during the month of June: 
Seven Rec Tags were recovered and returned to 
their owners. 
Nineteen construction permits were issued to 
various park sites.  
Thirteen sites were brought into full compliance via 
site inspections. 

Birch Bay Leisure Park Rules and Regulations. Be 
safe. Be informed. 

 

Lost and Found items may be turned in to any Park 
employee. Found items will be held at the 
Administration Office. 
 

Tents for couragous campers are allowed behind a 
privacy fence but MUST be collapsed between 
daytime hours of 9am and 9pm. 
 
Laundry and the drying of clothing MUST NOT be 
done in public view. This means no to hanging 
towels, bathing suits or other clothes from fences, 
decks or railings. 
 

All construction work in the Park is limited to the 
hours between 8am and 7pm. When 7 o’clock 
comes it’s time for tools down and bottoms up! 
 

There’s also a couple of rules that apply to our fine 
canine friends. All dogs MUST be leashed if they 
are off of their site. Dogs must be walked in 
designated “Doggie Walk“ areas. These areas are 
along the back end of Meadow Road past the RV 
Storage Parking or anywhere along Mainline Road.  
 

Doggie waste clean-up bags and waste receptacles 
are provided for convenience in these areas. Dogs 
are not to be walked on the Park’s grass berms. 
Berms are for use by the humans in the Park and 
doggie waste in these areas is a health and safety 
concern, espescially for young children. Please be 
responsible for your pet. 
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Thinking about running for the Board? 
 
Serving as a director can be another life experience allowing you to apply all of your work and life experi-
ences and contribute to the administration of the Park in very real ways.  The Park presents all of the chal-
lenges of a small community having a waterworks system, sewage system, community centers, roadways, 
full and part time employees, recreation programs and a diverse membership. 
 

Requirements for directorship 
 

You must be a member in good standing of the Association 
A desire to serve your community sharing your time, life and work experience 
Able to set aside personal interests in favour of what is the best for the Association 
Able to attend regular monthly board meetings 
Expected to take on an active portfolio 

 

When are the elections held? 
 

By-law IV (a) sets the date for elections as the Annual General Meeting held on the Sunday preceding 
the first Monday in September of each year. 

This year the date is Sunday, 06 September 2015 
 

What’s involved in a nomination? 
 
Recognizing the legal and administrative obligations a mem-
ber is about to undertake, the Association requires that can-
didates be proposed by one member in good standing and 
seconded by another member in good standing. 
 
The nominee is required to sign the form indicating that he/
she will accept the nomination and if elected will faithfully 
serve to a two year term on a twelve month basis. 
 

Now the legal stuff…… 
 
Nominations may not be made at the Annual General Meeting.  Nominations for the office of Director of 
the Association shall be not valid unless a written acceptance of such nomination by the nominee has been 
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Solution on page 29 
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Solution to crossword puzzle on page 22 
Solution to sudoku on page 7 
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