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2017 DATE FUNCTION PLACE TIME CONTACT 

FEBRUARY 26 BOARD MTG   CLOSED MTG   

MARCH 26 BOARD MTG   CLOSED MTG   

APRIL 15 EASTER EGG HUNT CIR 17 NOON AVELING/WALKER 

  30 BOARD MTG   CLOSED MTG   

MAY 7 CIRCLE REP MTG BRIER 10AM   

  20 BOARD MTG   CLOSED MTG   

  20 PANCAKE BREAKFAST ELM   WES GMUR 

  20 PATIO SALE PARKWIDE   LINDA CHOLETTE 

  20 BINGO ELM 7:30PM MCGAFFNEY 

  21 TOWN HALL MTG ELM     

  21 CAESAR SUNDAY ELM   GMUR/VYSE 

JUNE 4 CIRCLE REP MTG BRIER 10AM   

  25 BOARD MTG   CLOSED MTG   

  TBD LADIES TEA BRIER   ?? 

  TBD DANCE PARTY ELM   ?? 

JULY 1 PANCAKE BREAKFAST ELM   WES GMUR 

  1 BINGO ELM 7:30PM VELTHUIJZEN 

  8 KIDS DAY AT POOL POOL   WEST 

  8 ADULT DANCE ELM   DEE ALLEN & CREW 

  9 CIRCLE REP MTG BRIER 10AM   

  16 BOARD MTG   CLOSED MTG   

  29 HAMBURGER DAY ELM   ROB & WENDY NICOLL 

  29 PATIO SALE PARKWIDE   LINDA CHOLETTE 

  30 SPORTS DAY CIR 17 11AM-3PM CHRISTENSEN/EDWIN 

AUGUST 5 
WACKY WHEELS PARADE & CAKE 

WALK 
CIR 17   JEN TINDALE & CREW 

  5 BINGO ELM 7:30PM TROUT 

  6 CIRCLE REP MTG BRIER 10AM   

  12 GOLF TOURNAMENT & DINNER ELM 6PM GMUR  

  12 BOARD MTG   CLOSED MTG   

  19 KIDS CARNIVAL CIR 17   KELLY POITRAS 

  27 CIRCLE REP MTG BRIER 10AM   

  TBD 
NEWCOMER AND VOLUNTEER 

APPRECIATION 
    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  TBD WESTERN DAY CIR 17   ?? 

SEPTEMBER 2 PANCAKE BREAKFAST ELM   GMUR 

  2 BINGO ELM   ?? 

  3 AGM MTG BLAINE PAC     

  3 CAESAR SUNDAY ELM   GMUR/VYSE 

  24 CIRCLE REP MTG BRIER TBD   

DECEMBER ? BRUNCH WITH SANTA BRIER     

  31 NYE DANCE ELM     

     Subject to change without notice. Please contact the Birch Bay Leisure Park Administration Office for updates 

BIRCH BAY LEISURE PARK 



              PRESIDENTS MESSAGE MAY 2017 

 

Those who say they will not bother to vote because it doesn’t make any difference have a shallow 

view of history, for they don’t understand that nobody has a right to ride on the bus without making 

some contribution to the cost of the journey.  They don’t respect the fact that somebody else paid 

the price to build the vehicle of civilization in the first place.  They owe.  We owe.  It’s a moral obli-

gation to participate in the work of society.  If you take from the pot, you must put into the pot.  Even those who 

have no money can sing and keep the driver of the bus awake and hopeful. 

It has been said that the hottest places in hell are reserved for those who, in times of moral crisis, maintained their 

neutrality.  I say the moral crisis of the times is continuous.  Knowing and understanding and being are not enough.  

One must do.  To gain the world and give nothing to it is to lose your soul. 

         -Robert Fulghum 

 

I ask you to think about these comments from Robert Fulghum for a monument and then do your part in contributing 

to the operations of our park in your own way.  

Our attempts to encourage member interest in the nine newly established board committees has met with sparse in-

terest.  The same can be said for our call to action for member input on wanted amendments to our Bylaws and Rules 

& Regulations.  Of our 718 memberships, only 8 memberships responded to that call.  Your Board can certainly look at 

this level of response and conclude that the park’s membership is signaling to the board that they are very comforta-

ble with the status quo.  Your board certainly respects this position (if correct) and can move forward on your behalf 

without receiving any further member-at-large involvement/input on these two initiatives. 

That having been said, we also experienced difficulty in locating coordinators willing to lead the volunteers who have 

stepped forward to assist with some park events.  This could be seen as an early indication that members willing to be 

nominated for, and assume a leadership role in, the upcoming board elections will be hard to find as well.  While it is 

unknown at this point in time who, of our current board, is prepared to run for a position this September (5 of 7 posi-

tions are up for election this year), many past board members have traditionally come from other volunteer roles 

within our park. 

There are only 4 months left in the current Board year and your Nomination Committee is looking for candidates now.  

Please consider what you can do as a member volunteer to “put back into the pot.”      

On a more positive topic, the returning members from last year’s board, along with the newly elected directors, have 

melded into a unified team over the past 8 months (yes we are 2/3’s of the way through our board year).  You the 

membership placed your trust in us and we have done likewise with each other. 

While it is the membership that has placed us in the position of being legally responsible for managing the affairs of 

the association, our duties as a board are owed to the association itself (although in practice we become accountable 

to the members) with a fiduciary obligation to act honestly and in good faith with a view to the best interests of the 

association. In doing so each director must “exercise the care, diligence and skill that reasonably prudent individual 

would exercise in comparable circumstances.”  Professional knowledge increases this standard of care for any director 

who is professionally qualified. 

We hope you approve of our actions on your behalf over the past eight months (identified in the various Director and 

General Manager Reports included in this newsletter).  Your Board looks forward to meeting and hearing from you in 

person at the Town Hall meeting on Sunday, May 21, 2017. 



(President Message Cont.) 

While we are into the 9th month of the park Board’s year, May represents the official start to the 2017 BBLP season.  

Here’s to a great west coast summer and an enjoyable season for the membership at BBLP -  and remember our rules 

state that: 

The height of a fence or hedge is measured from the site grade [rule A.2.j] 

Bushes or trees become a hedge when they are continuous or the gaps between them make up less than fifty percent 

of the length [rule A.2.k].  Pull or cut one or two out to re-create open space 

fences or hedges of trees, bushes or shrubs cannot be any higher than six feet anywhere on your site [rule A.2.c) d) e)] 

Privacy fences or hedges of trees, bushes or shrubs cannot be higher than forty-two inches beyond 

Seventy-six feet from the circle centre [rule A.2.c) & f) i] 

TR, MR & CW (sites 30-52) thirty-nine feet from the rear property line [rule A.2.d) & f) ii] 

FR & CW (sites 1-29) forty-four feet from the rear property line [rule A.2.e) & f) iii] 

Your assistance in complying so that your neighbours can benefit from the sightlines the rest of the membership of our 

park presently enjoys and the rules were designed to protect is greatly appreciated  

Rick Lightheart 53-5, Park President 

Questions for the President - Email President@birchbayleisurepark.com 

TRIVIA TIME! 

1) What unit of area was originally the size that a yoke of oxen 

could plough in a day?  

2) Wile E Coyote is always trying to catch what desert bird?  

3) What was the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles favorite food?  

4) How did Scrooge McDuck earn his first dime?  

5) In Connecticut, a pickle must do what to be legal?  

1) An Acre. 2) Road Runner. 3) Pizza. 4) Shining Shoes. 5) Bounce. 

Remember to DRIVE 5 while travelling in 

Birch Bay Leisure Park! Keep watch for 

small children, bikes and pets. 

mailto:President@birchbayleisurepark.com


Vice President May 2017 Newsletter Report 
 

Eight months have flown by in my first year on the Board.  It certainly has been a great experience and we are 
fortunate to have a very professional and cohesive Board allowing for frank discussions about all topics. 

As the Vice President, I have been given two portfolios, one being the Building & Grounds Maintenance and the 
other being the Long Range Planning Committee.  This report provides comments related to each of these roles. 

Building & Grounds 

In this role, I work closely with the General Manager, Don Brown, in three key areas: 

Day to day maintenance activities that keep the Park running efficiently such as building maintenance & cleaning; grounds, flower 
bed, water, sewer and road maintenance. 

Maintenance projects carried out by Park staff such as painting laundry rooms in the bathhouses, constructing the much needed 
storage shed by the Elm Center and the replacement of the roof at the Bocce Ball Bistro.  

Major Park projects include: 
 
The resurfacing of the pool, installing new tiles which has included fixing the pool lights, repairing 4 skimmers that 

have not had work done on them since the pool was built and general repairs to the pump house equipment with 
valve replacements and replacing sand in the main filter system. 

Completion of the last portion of the electrical upgrade by upgrading the cable between the main power pole to the 
switch station. 

Changing the recycling area at the front of the Park to make it more efficient for Park staff and the removal of the 
recyclables from the Park – this project is scheduled to be completed by the end of May. 

A new contractor has been retained to upgrade the laundry equipment in the Park and provide better and faster   
service as needed. 

Long Range Planning Committee 

1. The Long Range Planning Committee has been set up and the Terms of Reference have been reviewed and updated as needed.  
The purpose of the Committee is to determine what projects or initiatives need to be completed to ensure the major assets in 
the Park are replaced or rehabilitated in a timely and cost effect manner.  This is to make sure Park members and services are 
impacted at a minimum yet still maintaining the value and function of the assets.  

2. Funding for the initiatives for this year and future years exists due to the Finance Committee budgeting for depreciation.  The 
money is already in the bank waiting only for us to make GOOD JUDGEMENT calls on what needs to be undertaken to keep our 
park looking and operating as the membership wants.  

3. Three key areas have been identified as ones to concentrate our efforts and resources.  These include: 

 Park Fleet of Vehicles – we have replaced one vehicle with a multipurpose truck to allow for better response time for 
maintenance work in the Park and a reduction in contractor supported work.  The dump truck will be replaced and 
because the dump box and mechanism is in good shape on the current truck, we will keep costs down by installing 
the existing dump box on the new truck. 

 Park Roads – we will be locating those areas where some patch work is required and then develop a plan for resurfac-
ing the paved roads.  We will also be looking at the gravel roads to determine areas that need remedial work. 

 Water – evaluate upgrading the 3” mains to 6” mains to support fire protection and potential irrigation system for 
Circle 17 

 
4. The Committee will develop a 3 to 5-year plan for completing major projects and/or upgrades to Park assets that will be  
        presented to the members for approval.  The key component here is providing the Park with the ability to schedule work to 
        get the best pricing and keep Park use disruption at a minimum. 
 
If you have any question or ideas, please let us know by submitting your ideas to the office or talking to me. 

We are looking forward to a great summer season. 

Bill Grant, Vice President 

MR-53  



General Manager’s Report 

May 2017 

Hello Members. 

Welcome back to the park!! For those of you who join us seasonally, you 

missed quite a winter of rain, snow and ice. It was extremely wet throughout 

the season, with very minor flooding. A few windstorms took down a couple of fences and some trees but, 

for the most part, we made it through unscathed! 

 You may notice some projects in the works around the park. In Vice President Bill Grant’s newsletter 

report you can find more detailed information pertaining to these projects. Some other, smaller projects 

taking place are the installation of a phone booth at the Brier Center near the Wi-Fi tower (this is to meet 

compliance with State Law). Also you will notice the covered area next to the Administration Building. This 

has been built to create a more comfortable, free Wi-Fi zone to enjoy. 

 To uphold the image of the park as envisioned by the leaders before, we have and will be issuing 

compliance letters to many of the sites. We are concentrating on trees, hedges, bushes and shrubs, as these 

seem to be the most out of compliance items. If you have the time, please check these items for compliance 

and, if needed, please correct to the required standard. This will help alleviate the extra work for the admin-

istration staff by not having to generate a large amount of compliance letters. 

 There are many events planned for the season. So please get involved and have fun! Remember 5 

miles an hour in the park, clean up after your pet, and have respect for each other. Enjoy the park like it was 

intended to be enjoyed!! If you have any concerns or questions, feel free to stop by my office. My days off are 

Tuesday and Wednesday. See you around the park! 

 Don Brown, General Manager 

Birch Bay Leisure Park’s By-Laws, and Rules & 

Regulations may be found, in whole, on the 

Birch Bay Leisure Park website, 

www.birchbayleisurepark.com, under the 

Rules & Regulations Section. Also, hard copies 

are available at the Leisure Park                   

Administration Office. Stop in and ask for your 

own copy, as always - free of charge! 



UPCOMING EVENTS IN BIRCH BAY! 

These events brought to you by the 

Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce! Check 

out their website for all the latest news 

and happenings around the bay! 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 
WHATCOM COUNTY 

Farmers Day Parade - June 4 

The Deming Logging Show - June 11-12 

International Arts Festival - June 24-25 

Coast Salish Days - June 25-26 

Drayton Harbor Music Festival - July 10-16 

Raspberry Festival - July 15-16 

The Fantastical Mr. Flip’s Carnival of Wonders and Curiosities - July 23 

Old Settlers’ Picnic - July 28-31 

Mt. Baker Rhythm & Blues Festival - July 28-31 

Birch Bay Music Festival - July 29-31 

Drayton Harbor Days - Aug. 6-7 

Subdued String Band Jamboree - Aug. 11-13 

Northwest Washington Fair - Aug. 15-20 

Ferndale Street Festival - Aug. 26-27 

Hovander Homestead Bluegrass Festival - Sept. 2-5 

SEARCH ONLINE FOR FURTHER 

EVENT DETAILS 



  Secretary’s Message May 2017 

 
 At the September 4, 2016 Board meeting, held immediately after the Annual General Meeting, 

the Board was advised of a complaint of a Human Resources issue. The Human Resources     
Committee (HR Committee) was formed immediately and the matter was investigated,             
reviewed with the Park Lawyer and then the Board. As a result, Human Resource policies and the Employee    
Handbook were revised in accordance with Washington State laws. The Boards actions evidently satisfied Park 
staff, as they did not pursue further legal or other action outside the Park, which they had the right to do. To the 
extent privacy laws permitted, this matter was reported to members and was posted on the Leisure Park website. 

 The HR Committee reviewed Park Staff salary increases for 2017. Job match criteria were reviewed with the      
General Manager and then were reviewed against Washington State wage data for individual job comparisons     
for the Whatcom County area.  Across the Board wage increases were recommended for staff along with several     
individual adjustments to bring individual wages in line with market based comparisons. The Board approved   
these increases. 

 The Board minute’s procedures were reviewed and the Board adopted an approach of providing a synopsis of    
discussions and Board resolutions. The Board has committed to provide minutes to members within 7 days of each 
meeting, a practice that has been followed to date. 

 Assistance was provided to the General Manager in preparing for Annual Employee Performance reviews including 
providing several performance review templates as models. 

 The Human Resources Committee Terms of Reference were revised and approved by the Board 

 The Appeal Committee Terms of Reference were drafted and approved by the Board and individual members have 
been selected for this Committee. 

 A review of Employee medical, dental and vision coverage with the Park’s Insurance provider is in process with a 
view to ensuring these benefits are cost effective and compare favorably with comparable sized Employers in the 
Whatcom County area. This review is to be completed prior to the annual policy renewal effective May 2017. 

 A review of all Employee benefits is ongoing to look at benefits in relation to comparable sized Employers and 
more specifically other RV Parks in the area.  

- Richard Shore, Park Secretary 

Sunday, May 28th, 2017 

Bellingham, WA 

Check out all the event details and happenings at www.skitosea.com 

 A great, family-friendly event for all ages! 



BIRCH BAY LEISURE PARK’S 

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT MAY 2017 
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BBLP Sports Fun Day 

July 30, 2017 
Recruiting Volunteers, Please 

 

 

The Birch Bay Leisure Park Sports Fun Day is back and scheduled for Sunday, July 30.  

Please come join the fun by volunteering to help make this become a successful event for 

everyone to enjoy.  It is a big event with several small working parts – please help us. 

 

We have over 30 volunteer spots to fill – all talents are needed, both adult and teens.  

Some of the assignments include: 
 

 Field set up teams  Candy guess jar creator / custodian 

 

 Registration  Record keepers 

 

 Ticket Sales  Ribbon distributors 

 

 Ticket takers  Field clean up teams 

 

 Event station leads  …and more! 

 

 Hot dog cooks & lunch food 

distributors 

 

 

 

We are new to planning park events, and do hope we can rely on your help.  We will 

ensure there are clear instructions and communications along the way.  

 

You can contact us, Annette Edwin at annetteandvictoredwin@gmail.com (20-10) or Linda 

Christensen at lindapaul@telus.net (20-3) to let us know what spots you are most 

interested in filling.  Please include your contact information, and whether you will be part 

of our teen crew. 

 

You also have the option of signing up in the Administration office. 

 

Thank you! 

Annette & Linda 

20-10 & 20-3 
      
 
 
 



BIRCH BAY LEISURE PARK’S 

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT MAY 2017 

What a great turn-out we had for the Easter Egg Hunt! The Easter Bunny stopped by for a visit and 

brought with him lots of chocolates and prizes for all of the good Leisure Park children. The sun 

broke free from the clouds just in time to shine down on our 50 participants and their families. The 

grass may have been damp, but spirits were high as a field full of Easter Eggs lay in wait to be found. 

The Egg Hunt took place across the whole of the circle 17 field and kid’s playground. Kids and     

parents alike had a great time racing across the grass in search of all of those colorful plastic eggs. 

Three lucky children found Golden Eggs during the Hunt and received an extra large chocolate    

Easter surprise! 

Leisure Park would like to give a big Thank You to our coordinators, Courtney Aveling-Walker and 

Ashley Cochrane for all your hard work in putting together an amazing event! You both, along with 

your team of hard-working volunteers, did a fantastic job! We look forward to your involvement in 

next year’s Easter events!  ~BBLP Staff / Daryl Vyse, BBLP Entertainment Director 

Fill in the blank squares so that 

each row, each column and each 

3-by-3 block contain all of the 

digits 1 thru 9. 

If you use logic you can solve the 

puzzle without guesswork. 

Sudoku Puzzles brought to you in part by: 

ANSWERS ON  

PAGE 24!!! 



  Treasurer/Finance Report 

 

It’s May? Where did the past 8 months go?   Time to write something for the Newsletter? Here we 

go…… 
 

This report will not include details on the 2016 financial statements.   We anticipate a deficit for 2016 

and once the 2016 financial statements are finalized by the new accountant this information will be 

provided to the membership in a future newsletter report. 
 

2015/2016 Audit update 

The Audit of the 2015 closing balances and 2016 financial records has gone much, much, much slower than anticipated 

for numerous reasons.  To move things along and endeavour to control the associated costs, we have terminated our   

relationship with the accounting company previously engaged to do our day to day accounting and have hired a different 

contractor to take on the responsibilities.  As a result of the delays, we are working with the Auditor to ensure statements 

are ready for distribution to the membership as part of the AGM mailing.   
 

Assessments 

Members are reminded that the 2nd 2017 Assessment Notification will be mailed towards the end of May and will also 

include charges for electrical usage from November 2016 through April 2017 along with any other amounts outstanding 

(eg. propane, gravel, etc.).  If you have a prepaid amount on your account, this will also be noted.  Assessments         

payments must be deposited to the designated bank account in such a way that it is dated on or before the due date as we 

go by our bank statement date to determine the date payment was received.   
 

Included with the mailing will be the list of payment options which may be a bit different than in the past as we are in 

the process of determining if there is an additional payment option that could be made available for some members.  In 

addition, when speaking with the bank they did indicate that members do have the option of making payments by credit 

card but the member would have to go to the bank in person to provide their physical credit card and then the charge 

would be processed as a CASH ADVANCE.   We will not be including this option on the list as it’s not something we 

would encourage.  
 

When in doubt, contact the office who will gladly inform you of what is owed and payment options. 
 

Members are encouraged to read all notices included in the mailing as they always are included to provide more details 

on what otherwise might be somewhat confusing information and/or topics that the Board wants to ensure all members 

receive timely communications about.   
 

The December payment process went as anticipated all things considered. The following is a summary of the number of 

members with outstanding balances at the end of each month indicated:   

December – 24 (another 24 misread the due date information and paid 1 day late) 

January – 10 

February – 4 

March – 1 (membership revocation process started) 
 

Of course much of what is done on the Treasury and Finance side of the operations couldn’t be done without the day to 

day assistance of our office staff!   

 

Susan Stuart, 39 – 10 

BBLP Treasurer 





The average four year-old child asks over four hundred questions a day. 

Farmers in England are required by law to provide their pigs with toys!  

In the year 2000, Pope John Paul II was named an "Honorary Harlem Globe-

trotter."  

The Muppet Show was banned from Saudi Arabian TV because one if its stars 

was a pig. 

There are only 14 blimps in the world. 

The first Ford cars had Dodge engines. 

To sell your home faster, and for more money, paint it yellow. 

The first telephone book was one page long and had only 50 

names in it. 

COLORING CONTEST! 

 

Calling all Birch Bay Leisure Park kids! 

Do you like to draw, color and make art? We want you to show off your skills! Leisure Park is 

hosting a Coloring Contest for kids ages 5 to 17! Stop by the BBLP administration office and 

pick up a blank entry page. Then just draw, doodle and decorate your masterpiece however 

you want! When you’re done, turn in your art to the BBLP administration office - no later than 

August 20th, 2017.  First Place prize is a $10.00 USD Gift Certificate to the C-Shop and the  

winning art work will be featured as the cover art for Leisure Park’s September 2017 issue of 

our Newsletter! Two Runner-Up Winners will also receive a $5.00 USD Gift Certificate to the     

C-Shop. One entry per child. Full contest details available at the BBLP administration office. 





Entertainment and Recreation Report—May 2017 

Hello Members, 

I hope everyone fared well through the long, cold West Coast Winter. It’s hard to believe 

a month ago Birch Bay Leisure Park was an icicle and now, as we make our way 

through the park “Spring is in the air” becoming again colorful with spring flowers 

popping up, trees blossoming and the berms looking lush and green. 

The 2017 Calendar of Events (posted on the BBLP website) has come together. Newer, energetic park mem-

bers have stepped up to host several of the events that were without coordinators. 

We still do need coordinators for: Western Day in August, date TBD; Family Movie Night @ Cir 17, date 

TBD; Bingo Night, Sat. Sept 2nd. A guideline for running these events will be provided, as well as support 

from the Entertainment & Recreation Committee and our helpful staff. 

If a couple of families get together to host one event, you may find it to be a fun, rewarding experience and a 

way of giving back to the park. We do not want to have to use the word “Cancelled” on our Calendar of 

Events 2017. 

Thank you in advance to everyone who has stepped forward. Looking forward to your continued support at 

the May events: Pancake Breakfast, Patio Sale, Bingo and Caesar Sunday. Have a great month of May! 

 

Daryl Vyse 44-07 

Entertainment and Recreation Director 

Help keep craft time organized by using a 

muffin tin as a craft caddy. Magnets hold 

the plastic cups down to make them tip-

resistant.  

Turn your muffin tin upside  down, 

bake cookie-dough over  the top and 

voila – you have  cookie bowls for 

fruit or ice-cream. 

MUFFIN TINS 



Rules & Regulations Report May 2017 

Welcome back to the park!  As we begin the busy season in the park it’s time for a few friendly reminders.  I have 

included Rule references.  If you do not have a current copy of the Park rules they can be downloaded from the 

Birch Bay Leisure Park website by going to www.birchbayleisurepark.com and clicking on the Rules and Regula-

tions tab.  Failing that you may pick up a hard copy in the office.  It is your responsibility to be knowledgeable of 

the Park’s rules and to follow them at all times. 

Be considerate of your neighbours 

Noise levels should be kept in mind especially when your neighbours are around.  Quiet time is from midnight to 8 am. 

(Section E part 2). 

Construction noise is NOT permitted prior to 8 am and after 7 pm.  (Section E part 2). 

It helps to keep your windows and blinds shut on your near neighbour’s side of your trailer when they are there.  You can have 

lots of air circulation from the windows on the other side of your trailer.  

Pets (Section E part 3) 

All pets must be on leash when off your site. 

Clean up after your pet 

There are two doggy walks located in the park.  Please use them.  While it is not always possible to make it to the doggy walk 

before your pet relieves itself please remember that children play on the berms and you MUST clean up after your pet if 

an “accident” occurs.  Circle 17 is NOT a off-leash area.   

Rule Section E part 3 d. reads “Pets are not permitted to walk on any grassed area within the park (berms or circle 17) other 

than the two doggy walks”.   

Site Clean up 

Remember to keep hedges and trees trimmed as per the rules (section A part 2).  There are brush bin 

area at all bath houses for disposal of small pieces of brush and grass clippings.  Please do not put 

this type of waste into the regular garbage. 

If the garbage bin at your bath house is full please take garbage to the large container located adjacent 

to the office. 

Recycling bins are located at the front of the park for your use.  

General Garbage 

  Please keep the area around the Bath house dumpsters clean.  If the dumpster is full you should use the large dumpster     

located near the office.  This will help to keep the rodent population in the park under control. 

If you ever have a Rules question please get in touch with me through the office and I’m sure we can get you an answer.  

Syd Hughes    Director – Rules & Regulations. 

http://www.birchbayleisurepark.com


Birch Bay Leisure Park Association 
 

2017 Nominating Committee 
 
 

At our September 3, 2017 Annual General Meeting, members will be asked to 
elect five (5) directors to serve on the Board of Directors.   

Recognizing the importance of recruiting members having the needed skills, 
knowledge and experience relative to specific Board portfolios (finance, 
maintenance, human resources etc.), we have started the search for potential 
directors early this year.  We encourage members to consider serving on our 
Board.  

Members of the Nominating Committee will attend regularly scheduled events 
during the season looking for potential director candidates to stand for election in 
September.  Members are encouraged to ask questions and learn what is 
involved to serve as one of our directors.  

BBLP’s association by-laws provide for a nomination process and nomination 
form. The mandate of the Nominating Committee is to put forward at least one 
candidate for each vacancy.  Ideally we strive to have more than five nominees 
so that the members may exercise their right to elect directors.  Additional 
information regarding the nominating process will follow in future Newsletters and 
will be posted on community bulletin boards. 

Just to confirm, members of the Nominating Committee may not run for a director 
position and must be remain nonpartisan. 

 
Thanks in advance for considering being a candidate for the BBLP Board!  
 
 

Jim Miller (48-5), Chair 
 

Jan Faulkner (47-7), Vice-Chair 
  





The Importance of Cleaning Up Pet Waste 

Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff  

Dealing with pet waste is one of those topics that every pet owner 
must deal with but no one likes to talk about. The fact   is that the 
majority of community and neighborhood pet problems result from 
the inappropriate handling of pet waste. In addition, pet waste is the 
greatest source of potential health risk for your pet and your family. 
This article will highlight the five most important reasons to properly  
dispose of pet waste and will also give you some tips and products to make this chore easier. 
 

1.) Disease Control 
There are several very common diseases that can be transmitted to dogs, cats and people through feces. These in-

clude Giardia, roundworms, hookworms, Salmonella, and E.coli. Did you know a heavily infected puppy can pass over 

a million roundworm eggs everyday? In addition, your dog can spread or contract parvovirus or coronavirus through 

infected feces. All of these diseases are very serious and common and every effort should be made by pet owners to 

keep their pets and family away from potentially infected feces. One of the easiest ways to do this is to install an in-

ground stool digester like the Doggie Dooley. These digesters work like mini septic systems, safely breaking down 

feces and then allowing the residue to harmlessly sink into the surrounding soil. These handy little gadgets are one 

of the best ways to deal with dog or cat waste. 

 

2.) Make your Yard more Useable 

Nobody likes to walk through a yard that is hiding "doggie land mines." If you and your children are afraid to use 

your yard because of the dog, then you are wasting one of your biggest time and financial investments. In addition, 

the pets will get less interactive exercise and suffer as well. Once or twice a day 'scooping' off your yard with a shovel 

or scooper pan will only take a couple of minutes and make it a place where everyone enjoys spending time. 

 
3.) Fly Control 
Flies will consume and lay eggs in feces. These same flies will then come into your house and then spread disease as 

they pause on your counter and food. Need we say more about keeping feces cleaned up to prevent this cycle? 

 
4.) Responsible Pet Ownership 

Your responsibility to clean up after your pet doesn't end when your dog leaves your yard. There are probably fewer 

things that aggravate neighbors more than a dog that 'goes' in their yard. Pet owners need to clean up after their pet 

every time they go to the bathroom. Period. No exceptions. If you are walking in the woods and your dog goes, then 

bury it. If you are in a park or neighborhood, pick it up with a plastic bag or a Dispoz-a-Scoop. If you don't have a 

yard, then walk your dog on a leash or get an electronic fence. Don't make your responsibility somebody else's prob-

lem. 
 

5.) Preventing Stool Eating 

While most dog owners think this doesn't apply to them or their dog, the shocking truth is that most dogs will en-

gage in this unsavory practice at some point in their life. Dogs evolved as carnivore/scavengers and feces were con-

sidered fair game in lean times. To prevent this occasional indiscretion from becoming a life-long habit, clean up fe-

ces as soon as possible, especially in young dogs where the problem is most prevalent. At the first sign of this bad 

habit consider adding an oral product like Dis-Taste® to your dog's food to decrease the palatability of the stools.  

1. Store everything you need for outings — leash, pick-up bags, 
paw wipes — near the door. Speaking of pick-up bags, reuse 

plastic shopping bags or the plastic bags your newspapers come 
in; store them in an empty tissue box for one-at-a-time dispensing. 
2. Make it easier to hook up for walks by attaching a large carabi-

ner to the clip on your dog’s leash. 
3. Instead of wrestling with that humungous bag of dog food, divvy 

it up into smaller, sealable containers for storage. This keeps 
pests out. 

4. Assign baskets or bins into which you can quickly toss those 
well-chewed balls, bones and other assorted playthings; for extra 

points, teach your dog to put them away herself. 
5. To keep food and water bowls from sliding, place them on a 

rubber-backed mat or piece of rubberized mesh. 
6. Use a self-refilling water bowl to cut down on your trips to the 

sink.  

(Cont.) 
Recirculating fountains are a nice option; many dogs like to drink 
running water, and the aeration and filter keep the water fresh. 

Find them at pet supply stores. 
7. To neutralize the gamey aroma wafting from full pick-up bags in 

your garbage bin, toss in a few handfuls of cat litter. 
8. Position the dog bed away from your home’s main traffic flow 

and cover it with an easily removable cover that you wash regular-
ly. 

9. Create a file folder or binder dedicated to your dog’s paper-
work: vet visits, vaccination records, medication lists, insurance 

info, license receipts, microchip code number. 
10. Scan all these important records — plus photos of your dog — 

and store them on your PDA or a small flash drive so you have 

this vital info at hand while traveling.  

10 Easy Tips for Cleaning Up After & Caring for Your Dog 
                 By  Tom McNulty 
 

Our canine pals do plenty of great things — provide love, guard our homes, save Timmy from mine shafts — but they’re not too con-

cerned about domestic tidiness. However, there are smart, easy ways to collar canine clutter and keep your dog safer. 

http://www.drsfostersmith.com/product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=570
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=18093
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=789
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=19133


 
 
Showering before swimming helps keep swimming healthy for everyone in the pool. 
As the weather heats up and thoughts turn to swimming and cooling off in the pool, the Water Quality & Health Council 
is highlighting a contradictory finding from our recent swimmer hygiene survey. We discovered that although the vast 
majority of American adults (93 percent) would never reuse someone else’s bath water, over 40 percent skip the shower 
before entering the swimming pool. Can you say “communal bathing”? 

For decades, public health authorities have recommended the pre-swim shower. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) urges people to shower with soap before swimming as part of Three Steps for All Swimmers to Pro-
tect Against Recreational Water Illnesses. Yet, our survey found 44 percent of people do not believe it is necessary to 
shower before going in the pool. Only 32 percent of respondents surveyed say they always shower before swimming. We 
want to help “connect the dots” on this issue for swimmers. 
 

Why Shower before Swimming? 
A thorough shower with soap helps remove perspiration, body oils, cosmetics and traces of 
urine and fecal matter on the body. Sending those substances down the shower drain goes a 
long way toward reducing the “yuck factor” for everyone who shares the pool, but there is 
much more to consider. 

The pre-swim shower helps minimize the irritating, smelly substances formed in pool water 
when impurities introduced on the bodies of swimmers combine with chlorine. Many people 
identify that smell as the smell of chlorine. The survey found 38 percent of people believe the 
characteristic chemical odor of some swimming pools in an indicator of a clean pool. In fact, 
that stringent odor is not from chlorine, but from irritants produced when chlorine reacts with 
impurities. A well-managed pool has no strong chemical smell. 

When swimmers shower away impurities (and focus on the perianal area) they help reduce the risk of waterborne illness-
es, such as diarrhea, swimmer’s ear and skin infections. Fecal matter, in particular, contains germs that may be ingested 
when swimmers swallow contaminated water. Chlorine and other swimming pool disinfectants help protect swimmers 
from waterborne germs, but germ destruction is not instantaneous. Additionally, if chlorine is chemically bound to high 
levels of impurities in the pool, it may be unavailable to carry out its intended task of destroying germs in the water, es-
pecially if the pool chemistry is not being carefully adjusted. 

According to the survey, a large majority, 95 percent, of the public believe swimmers have an important role to play in 
maintaining a Healthy Pool. That’s positive news. The next step swimmers can take to help achieve healthier pools is 
one that takes them into the shower. 

Before Swimming, Be Sure to Shower 

Water Quality & Health Council 

http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/
http://www.waterandhealth.org/swimming-shower/


We need volunteers to help with 

chair/table set up, selling cards, 

verifying winning numbers, 

handing out prizes, etc. 

Please sign up at the  

Administration Office 

Come join us for an evening of family friendly entertainment! 

Games are held at the Elm Center 

Doors open at 7:30 PM 

May 20th, July 1st and Aug 5th 

Everyone is Welcome! 



PATIO SALE 

SATURDAY, MAY 20 

PARK-WIDE SALE 

 

Stop by the administration  

office between 8am - 9am to 

purchase your balloon and 

register your site number. 















 




